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CHIEF OF ARMY FOREWORD 
2009 AUSTRALIAN ARMY COIN READING LIST 


Since 1999 the Australian Army has been engaged in continuous operations overseas. All of these 
operations, embracing theatres as diverse as East Timor, Afghanistan, Iraq, and the Solomon 
Islands, have been characterised by irregular warfare. Apart from the initial phase of operations in 
Iraq in 2003, our adversaries have been non-state actors. 


Our military history contains a rich lode of lessons about irregular warfare and counter-insurgency. 
History is a useful tool for analysing military problems. This is especially the case with counter- 
insurgency. As the author of this guide professor Jeff Grey points out: 


Insurgency is a form of warfare as old as warfare itself, and it has gone by many names in 
the past: guerrilla warfare, partisan warfare, revolutionary warfare, insurrectionary 
warfare, irregular warfare, peoples’ warfare and terrorism. All have the been-and are- 
used to describe the same broad phenomenon, though they do not all have the exact same 
meaning and have not necessarily been used simultaneously 


Although the past offers many useful lessons to the military professional, the key to the effective 
application of military history is an adaptive culture and mind-set within the Army. Since 1999 the 
Army has been attempting to adapt to a dynamic, complex environment. Our concepts and 
doctrine have been adapted very effectively to posture Army for success in this environment. The 
more recent Adaptive Army initiative brings together this earlier work, with historical lessons and 
our research into adaptation, to ensure a systemic approach to the inculcation of this adaptive 
culture in Army. 


But we can never become complacent. Every officer and soldier in our Army has a professional 
obligation to commit to constant learning and up-skilling to meet new circumstances. Reading 
guides such as this are but the start. Every one of us must constantly evaluate our experiences 
against history and doctrine and be prepared to challenge conventional wisdom. 


My aspiration for the Australian Army is that we are the ‘Best Smal] Army in the World.’ A large 
part of our claim to that mantle has been based on consistent excellence at the art of counter- 
insurgency and the conduct of small wars. I commend this study of the history and theory of 
counter-insurgency to you-and urge you to think about its lessons and carefully consider ways to 
adapt them to our current challenges, and to share your ideas widely within the Army. 1 wish you 
good reading! 


[S August 2009 


Introduction 


In counter-insurgency, the population is not only the field of battle but also 
the prize. 
— David C Gompert 


Insurgency is a form of warfare as old as warfare itself, and it has gone by many names 
in the past: guerrilla warfare, partisan warfare, revolutionary warfare, insurrectionary 
warfare, irregular warfare, unconventional warfare, peoples’ war and terrorism. All have 
been—and are—used to describe the same broad phenomenon, though they do not 
all have the exact same meaning and have not necessarily been used simultaneously. 
Modern insurgency, closely identified in the second half of the twentieth century with 
national liberation struggles and revolutionary Marxism derived from the writings— 
and practice—of Mao (among others), has a well defined theoretical literature. So, too, 
does counterinsurgency. There is, likewise, a sizeable historical literature that provides 
numerous case studies in the field. To borrow an observation of T E Lawrence, himself 
an insurgent leader: ‘With 2000 years of examples behind us, we have no excuse when 
fighting for not fighting well’. 

Virtually all of this literature affirms the proposition that the struggle against 
insurgency is inherently political in nature, and further, that the traditionally military 
component of successful counterinsurgency represents only a proportion of the 
total counterinsurgent effort. Notwithstanding this fundamental—if elementary— 
observation, Edward Luttwak has noted that modern militaries and the governments 
they serve too often find it hard, ‘amidst the frustrations of fighting an almost invisible 
enemy ... to resist the tempting delusion that some clever new tactics, or even some 
clever new technology, can defeat the insurgents’. 

This reading list is intended to counter such tempting delusions, or at least to 
subject them to rigorous scrutiny. It makes no attempt, and no claim, to be exhaustive 
or definitive: such a list would run to many thousands of entries and quickly prove 
self-defeating. The list is divided into two parts: a strongly historical section, and a 
contemporary one. Arguments about insurgency in the present are frequently couched 
in historical terms, or by appeal to historical precedent. The quality of the argument is 
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often determined by the quality of the history and depth of historical understanding 
conscripted to support it. 

The readings offered here are a mix of books and articles; the books are mostly 
classics, key texts or works of insurgent or counterinsurgent theory, while the articles 
reflect recent (sometimes very recent) scholarship dealing with contemporary 
insurgencies associated with the Global War on Terror, or ask new questions of older 
case studies prompted by recent operational experience. Recognising that many of 
those to whom this list is directed are either ‘time poor’, or else already well versed 
in the basics of insurgent and counterinsurgent theory and history, articles have been 
preferred over books where possible. 

As an academic, scholarly and professional specialisation, insurgency and counter- 
insurgency are newly ‘hot properties’, once again. Readers wishing to keep abreast of 
new work in the field might find it useful to monitor subsequent editions of the journals 
cited in these pages, but especially Small Wars & Insurgencies, Studies in Conflict and 
Terrorism, and the online journal-cum-blog, Small Wars Journal, available at the time 
of publication at http://www.smallwarsjournal.com. It is also worth keeping a regular 
check on the publications of the US Army’s Strategic Studies Institute at the Army War 
College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania: http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil 


Insurgent and Counterinsurgent Theory and 
Doctrine 


The following represent classic texts in the twentieth century history of insurgency and 
revolutionary warfare. Mao and Giap are the key proponents of “people's war’ of the 
kind that prevailed successfully in the Chinese Civil War and Vietnam. Note that on both 
occasions conventional armies conducting mobile, mid-intensity operations secured 
final victory for the insurgent side. Nasution, on the other hand, offers the interesting 
example of a theory of popular guerrilla struggle that is avowedly non-Marxist in its 
practice and inspiration; Nasution, like Giap, occupies a central place in the history of 
his country’s independence struggles and in the formation of the national army that 
emerged from them. Guevara's totemic place in the popular culture of the 1960s and 
1970s (and, arguably, beyond) is not supported by his practice as an insurgent. Drawing 
on the singular example of the Cuban revolution in which he took part, his attempt to 
elaborate a new theory of insurgency (‘focoism’) that emphasised the revolutionary 
potential of a small, highly-motivated leadership group led to his early death in Bolivia 
at the hands of the National Police in 1967. Debray, a former comrade of Guevara’s in 
Bolivia, was a left-wing French intellectual whose writings reflected the activities of 
various revolutionary guerrilla movements in Latin America, at one time seen as the 
‘cutting edge’ of revolutionary and guerrilla theory and practice. Finally, the closest 
thing we have in a coherent and publicly available form to an insurgent doctrine for 
al-Qaeda is presented with an informed analysis and commentary. 


Mao Tse-tung, On Guerrilla Warfare, Anchor Press, New York, 1978 


Vo Nguyen Giap, People’s War, People’s Army, Foreign Languages Publishing House, 
Hanoi, 1961 


Abdul Haris Nasution, Fundamentals of Guerrilla Warfare and the Indonesian 
Defence System, Past and Future, Indonesian Army Information Service, Jakarta, 1960 


Jose Antonio Moreno, Che Guevara on Guerrilla Warfare: Doctrine, Practice and 
Evaluation, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, 1970 


Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara, Guerrilla Warfare, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1961, and 
numerous imprints 


Regis Debray, Strategy for Revolution, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1970 


Regis Debray, Revolution in the Revolution? Armed Struggle and Political Struggle in 
Latin America, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1967 


Abd Al-Aziz Al-Muqrin, Al-Oaida’s Doctrine for Insurgency, translated and analysed by 
Norman Cigar, Potomac Books, Washington DC, 2009 


Before there were ‘insurgencies’ there were ‘small wars’, usually involving the 
extension or enforcement of empire. Neither Callwell nor Gwynn, experienced colonial 
soldiers, would be especially surprised by the operational problems that confront 
counterinsurgents in the early twenty-first century—both recognised, explicitly, that 
low-intensity conflict posed a problem different in kind, and not merely in scale, from 
conventional warfighting. Trinquier and Galula endured the bitter and ultimately 
unsuccessful wars of France’s retreat from empire after the Second World War, though 
they came to some very different conclusions about the correct response to the 
political dimensions of revolutionary insurgency. Although many Americans would have 
rejected the notion of an American imperium, the Marine Corps manual published at 
the beginning of the Second World War codified practices and approaches developed 
from the Philippines War through the deployments in Central America in the 1920s and 
1930s. The recent manual FM 3-24 produced under the direction of senior US Army 
and Marine officers is but its lineal descendant. 


(Sir) Charles [C E] Callwell, Small Wars: Their Principles and Practice, University of 
Nebraska Press, Lincoln, 1996 [originally 1906] 


(Sir) Charles Gwynn, Imperial Policing, Macmillan, London, 1934 


Roger Trinquier, Modern Warfare: A French View of Counterinsurgency, Frederick A 
Praeger, New York, 1964 


David Galula, Counterinsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice, PSI Classics of the 
Counterinsurgency Era, Praeger, Westport, 2006 


United States Marine Corps, Small Wars Manual, Government Publishing Office, 
Washington DC, 1940 <http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/swm/index.htm> 


The US Army/Marine Corps, Counterinsurgency Field Manual, University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago, 2007 


The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have again focused Western militaries and 
scholars on the problems of insurgency and its countering, and the following provide 
perspectives on the issues in a broad context. Colin Gray, one of the most important 
Anglo-American strategic thinkers writing today, places thinking about insurgency in 
the context of war as a whole. Kilcullen's well known article draws its inspiration from 
a similar piece written by T E Lawrence in 1917, and both of which range widely over 
their subjects. The questions of ‘winning’ and ‘losing’ against an insurgency, and of 
understanding the nature of the conflict engaged in, are addressed by Marks, by Coons 
and Harned, and by Junio, respectively. 


Colin S Gray, ‘Irregular Warfare: One Nature, Many Characters’, Strategic Studies 
Quarterly, Winter 2007 


David Kilcullen, “Twenty-Eight Articles: Fundamentals of Company-level 
Counterinsurgency’, Defense and the National Interest, Edition 1, March 2006, 
<http://www.d-n-i.net/fcs/pdf/kilcullen_28_ articles. pdf> 


T E Lawrence, ‘27 Articles’, The Arab Bulletin, 20 August 1917, <http://wwi.lib.byu. 
edu/index.php/The_27 Articles of T.E. Lawrence> 


Thomas A Marks, ‘Evaluating Insurgent/Counterinsurgent Performance’, Small Wars € 
Insurgencies, Vol. 11, No. 3, Winter 2000 


Kenneth C Coons, Jr. and Glenn M Harned, ‘Irregular Warfare is Warfare’, Joint Forces 
Quarterly, Vol. 52, 1st Quarter 2009 


Timothy J Junio, Military History and Fourth Generation Warfare’, Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, April 2009 


General histories of insurgency and 
counterinsurgency 


The following provides a general guide to histories ofinsurgency and counterinsurgency 
for both the general reader and the specialist. The edited collections by Haycock, Davis, 
and Dennis and Grey offer individual chapters dealing with lesser known colonial 
counterinsurgent experiences such as those of the Dutch and Portuguese. 


lan F W Beckett and John Pimlott, Armed Forces and Modern Counter-Insurgency, 
Macmillan, London, 1985 


Ron Haycock (ed), Regular Armies and Insurgency, Croom Helm, London, 1979 


lan FW Beckett, Modern Insurgencies and Counterinsurgencies: Guerrillas and their 
Opponents Since 1750, Routledge, London, 2001 


Richard G Davis (ed), The US Army and Irregular Warfare 1775-2007, US Army Center 
of Military History, Washington DC, 2008 


Walter Laqueur, Guerrilla Warfare: An Historical and Critical Study, Transaction, New 
Brunswick, 1998 


John Pimlott, Guerrilla Warfare, Bison Books, London, 1985 


John J Tierney, Jr, Chasing Ghosts: Unconventional Warfare in American History, 
Potomac Books, Washington DC, 2006 


Jeffrey Record, Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win, Potomac Books, Washington 
DC, 2007 


Robert B Asprey, War in the Shadows: The Guerrilla in History, William Morrow, New 
York, 1994 


John Ellis, A Short History of Guerrilla Warfare, Allan, London, 1975 


Anthony James Joes, Urban Guerrilla Warfare, University Press of Kentucky, Lexington, 
2007 


Robert Taber, The War of the Flea: A Study of Guerrilla Warfare Theory and Practice, 
Stuart, New York, 1965 


Paul B Rich and Richard Stubbs (eds), The Counter-Insurgent State: Guerrilla Warfare 
and State Building in the Twentieth Century, Macmillan, London, 1997 


Peter Dennis and Jeffrey Grey (eds), An Art in Itself: The Theory and Conduct of Small 
Wars and Insurgencies, Australian Military History Publications, Sydney, 2006 


Historical case studies 


Insurgent or irregular warfare played a role in the wars of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, though it was never the decisive element in its own right. During the American 
War of Independence, the Civil War, and Napoleon’s war in Spain, guerrilla or irregular 
forces were an important—even vital—adjunct to the operations of regular armies, and 
their contributions need to be understood in that context. The international anarchist 
movement of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was the al-Qaeda of 
its time, given to spectacular acts of terrorism usually involving the assassination of 
crowned heads and other leading political figures of the established order. It provides 
a useful comparison for terrorist activities more recently. 


Pre-20th Century 
Walter Edgar, Partisans & Redcoats: The Southern Conflict That Turned the Tide of the 
American Revolution, William Morrow, New York, 2001 


John Grenier, The First Way of War: American War Making on the Frontier, Cambridge 
University Press, New York, 2005 


Thomas Goodrich, Black Flag: Guerrilla Warfare on the Western Border, 1861-1865, 
Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 1995 


Don W Alexander, Rod of Iron: French Counterinsurgency Policy in Aragon during 
the Peninsular War, Scholarly Resources Inc, Wilmington, 1985 


Charles J Esdaile, Fighting Napoleon: Guerrillas, Bandits and Adventurers in Spain, 
1808-1814, Yale University Press, New Haven, 2004 


John Lawrence Tone, The Fatal Knot: The Guerrilla War in Navarre and the Defeat of 
Napoleon in Spain, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1994 


Richard Bach Jensen, ‘The International Campaign Against Anarchist Terrorism, 1880— 
1930s’, Terrorism and Political Violence, Vol. 21, No. 1, Autumn 2009 


Whitney Kassel, Terrorism and the International Anarchist Movement of the Late 
Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries”, Studies in Conflict € Terrorism, Vol. 32, 
No. 3, March 2009 


20th Century 


The following provides a wide-ranging and valuable collection of essays dealing with 
the main counterinsurgencies of the twentieth century with emphasis on experience 
since 1945. Both editors have operated as consultant advisors to the coalition forces in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 


Daniel Marston and Carter Malkasian (eds), Counterinsurgency in Modern Warfare, 
Osprey, Oxford, 2008 


US Experience before 1941 


The notion that the US armed forces do not understand counterinsurgency or have 
failed in applying it in the past is untrue, and belied both by experience in the Philippines 
following the short and successful war with Spain in 1898 and by the evolution of Marine 
Corps doctrine before the Second World War. 


Brian McAllister Linn, The US Army and Counterinsurgency in the Philippine War, 
1899-1902, University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1989 


Brian McAllister Linn, The Philippine War, 1899-1902, University Press of Kansas, 
Lawrence, 2000 


David Keithly and Paul Melshen, ‘Past as Prologue: USMC Small Wars Doctrine’, Small 
Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 8, No. 2, Autumn 1997 


The Second World War 


As in the nineteenth century, resistance and guerrilla movements operated largely as 
adjuncts to conventional forces and were nowhere decisive in their own right—with 
the possible exception of the partisans in Yugoslavia under Tito. The Soviet partisan 
movement on the Eastern Front has aroused considerable scholarly investigation, and 
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was the subject of extended professional scrutiny by the US military early in the Cold 
War, as were German counter-guerrilla tactics and policy. Early post-war US Special 
Forces doctrine emphasised operations in the rear of enemy formations to disrupt 
command and control, logistics and communications very much along the lines of the 
Soviet effort on the Eastern Front. 


Ben Shepherd, War in the Wild East: The German Army and Soviet Partisans, Harvard 
University Press, Cambridge, 2004 


Alexander Hill, The War Behind the Eastern Front: The Soviet Partisan Movement in 
North-West Russia, 1941-1944, Frank Cass, New York, 2005 


O A Zarubinsky, ‘The “Red” Partisan Movement in Ukraine during World War II: A 
Contemporary Assessment’, Journal of Slavic Military Studies, Vol. 9, No. 2, 1996 


AA Maslov, ‘Concerning the Role of Partisan Warfare in Soviet Military Doctrine of the 
1920s and 1930s’, Journal of Slavic Military Studies, Vol. 9, No. 4, 1996 


Marko Attila Hoare, Genocide and Resistance in Hitler’s Bosnia: The Partisans and the 
Chetniks 1941-1943, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2006 


Kenneth Slepyan, Stalin’s Guerrillas: Soviet Partisans in World War IT, University Press 
of Kansas, Lawrence, 2006 


Leonid D Grenkevich, The Soviet Partisan Movement, 1941-1944: A Critical 
Historiographical Analysis, Frank Cass, London, 1999 


Edgar M Howell, The Soviet Partisan Movement, 1941-1944, Department of the Army, 
Washington DC, 1956 


Soviet counterinsurgency 


Soviet efforts to suppress and eradicate nationalist and anti-Soviet insurgencies in areas 
formerly occupied by the Germans during the war continued past 1945, and illustrate 
much about the Soviet approach to governance. Their lengthy and ill-fated excursion 
in Afghanistan in the 1980s is well known in outline in the West, but has not received 
much sustained scholarly examination. The volume by Grau and Gress presents the 
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Soviet General Staff study of the campaign, with interesting insights into the nature of 
the conflict and the mujahideen enemy. 


Yuri Zhukov, ‘Examining the Authoritarian Model of Counter-insurgency: The Soviet 
Campaign Against the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 18, 
No. 3, September 2007 


Geraint Hughes, The Soviet-Afghan War, 1978-1989: An Overview’, Defence Studies, 
Vol. 8, No. 3, September 2008 


Lester W Grau and Michael A Gress (trans. and eds.), The Soviet-Afghan War: How a 
Superpower Lost, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, 2002 


A Z Hilali, ‘Afghanistan: The decline of Soviet military strategy and political status’, 
Journal of Slavic Military Studies, Vol. 12, No. 1, March 1999 


Lester W Grau and Ali Ahmad Jalali, ‘The campaign for the caves: The battles for Zhawar 
in the Soviet-Afghan war’, Journal of Slavic Military Studies, Vol 14, No. 3, September 
2001 


Alexandre Bennigsen, The Soviet Union and Muslim Guerrilla Wars, 1920-1982: 
Lessons for Afghanistan, RAND note N-1707/1, Santa Monica, August 1981 


Carl Van Dyke, ‘Kabul to Grozny: A Critique of Soviet (Russian) Counter-Insurgency 
Doctrine’, Journal of Slavic Military Studies, Vol. 9, No. 4, 1996 


US counterinsurgency and the war in Vietnam 


The literature on the US war in Vietnam is enormous, and much of it deals with the 
‘big unit’ war fought by conventional US formations after 1965. Of the works listed 
below, Nagl’s is particularly interesting since it is written by a young US Army officer 
who subsequently worked for General David Petraeus during the ‘surge’ in Irag. Much 
of the writing on Vietnam is concerned with ‘lessons’ from that conflict; the articles by 
Gentile and Andrade engage directly with this issue of ‘received wisdom’ on the rights 
and wrongs of US conduct of the war. 


John J McCuen, The Art of Counter-Revolutionary War: The Strategy of Counter- 
insurgency, Stackpole Books, London, 1966 
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Douglas Blaufarb, 7he Counterinsurgency Era: US Doctrine and Performance, Free 
Press, New York, 1977 


Andrew J Birtle, US Army Counterinsurgency and Contingency Operations Doctrine, 
1942-1976, US Army Center of Military History, Washington DC, 2006 


Dale Andrade, Ashes to Ashes: The Phoenix Program and the Vietnam War, Lexington 
Books, Lexington, 1990 


John A Nagl, Learning to Eat Soup with a Knife: Counterinsurgency Lessons from 
Malaya and Vietnam, rev. ed., University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 2005 


Henry G Gole, Soldiering: Observations from Korea, Vietnam, and Safe Places, 
Potomac Books, Washington DC, 2005 


Douglas Pike, Viet Cong: The Organisation and Techniques of the National Liberation 
Front of South Vietnam, MIT Press, Cambridge, 1966 


Geoffrey Fairbairn, Revolutionary Guerrilla Warfare: The Countryside Version, 
Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1974 


George K Tanham, Communist Revolutionary Warfare: The Vietminh in Indochina, 
Methuen, London, 1962 


Gian P Gentile, ‘A (Slightly) Better War: A Narrative and Its Defects’, World Affairs, 
Summer 2008 


Dale Andrade, ‘Westmoreland was right: learning the wrong lessons from the war in 
Vietnam’, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 19, No. 2, June 2008 


British counterinsurgency 


In some quarters it is assumed that the British possessed some particular gift for 
counterinsurgency; this is certainly a view entertained in parts of the US armed forces, 
but it is generally belied by history. The British worked hard for such successes as 
they enjoyed in places like Malaya, and their experiences in Kenya at the same 
time demonstrated that there was no ‘school solution’ or template to be applied to 
insurgency in colonial or Third World environments. Victories in Kenya or Malaya were 
tempered by defeats and forced withdrawals in Ireland in the 1920s, or in Palestine, 
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Greece and Aden in the 1940s and 1970s. British conduct of operations against the Mau 
Mau has been the subject of very bitter revisionist scholarship over the last decade with 
important questions raised about the approach adopted towards population control 
and security in Kenya. 


Thomas R Mockaitis, British Counterinsurgency in the Post-imperial Era, Manchester 
University Press, Manchester, 1995 


Thomas R Mockaitis, British Counterinsurgency, 1919-1960, Macmillan, London, 1990 


John Coates, Suppressing Insurgency: An Analysis of the Malayan Emergency, 1948- 
1954, Westview, Boulder, 1992 


Richard Stubbs, Hearts and Minds in Guerrilla Warfare: The Malayan Emergency 
1948-1960, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1990 


Christopher Tuck, ‘Borneo 1963-1966: Counter-Insurgency Operations and War 
Termination’, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 15, No. 3, December 2004 


Bob Hall and Andrew Ross, ‘The political and military effectiveness of Commonwealth 
forces in Confrontation, 1963-1966, Small Wars € Insurgencies, Vol. 19, No. 2, June 
2008 


David A Percox, ‘British Counter-Insurgency in Kenya, 1952-1956: Extension of Internal 
Security Policy or Prelude to Decolonisation”, Small Wars € Insurgencies, Vol. 9, No. 3, 
Winter 1998 


Huw Bennett, ‘The Other Side of the COIN: Minimum and Exemplary Force in British 
Army Counterinsurgency in Kenya’, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 8, No. 4, December 
2007 


Wunyabari O Maloba, Mau and Kenya: An Analysis of a Peasant Revolt, Indiana 
University Press, Bloomington, 1993 


Tim Jones, ‘The British Army and counter-guerrilla warfare in Greece, 1945-1949, 
Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 8, No. 1, March 1997 


Geraint Hughes, ‘A “Model Campaign” Reappraised: The Counter-Insurgency in Dhofar, 
Oman, 1965-1975’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, April 2009 
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Ireland 


The renewed violence in Ulster from 1969 (‘The Troubles’) and the struggle with the 
Provisional IRA that ensued is well known, but its antecedents in the Anglo-Irish War 
and the subsequent civil war are generally not well understood outside Ireland. Hart’s 
work addresses these issues centrally, from both sides of the divide. Nor do many 
people recognise the counterinsurgent and counter-terrorist role played by the Irish 
Government against rogue elements of the IRA within the Republic itself, a primary 
concern of O’Halpin’s work. 


Peter Hart, The IRA and its Enemies: Violence and Community in Cork, 1916-1923, 
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1998 


Peter Hart, The IRA at War, 1916-1923, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2003 


Eunan O’Halpin, Defending Ireland: The Irish State and its Enemies Since 1922, Oxford 
University Press, Oxford, 1999 


Eunan O’Halpin, “A poor thing but our own”: The Joint Intelligence Committee and 
Ireland, 1965-1972’, Intelligence and National Security, Vol. 23, No. 5, October 2008 


Australian experience 


Australian counterinsurgent practice and experience has received little serious analysis 
in published form. There is some discussion, inter alia, in the official histories of 
post-war South-East Asian conflicts. Welburn and Bushby, both serving Army officers, 
discuss the evolution of Army doctrine in the 1950s and 1960s and its interaction with 
operational experience in Malaya and South Vietnam. 


M CJ Welburn, The Development of Australian Army Doctrine 1945-1964, Strategic 
and Defence Studies Centre, Canberra, 1994 


RN Bushby, ‘Educating an Army’: Australian Army Doctrinal Development and the 
Operational Experience in South Vietnam, 1965-1972, Strategic and Defence Studies 
Centre, Canberra, 1998 


Russell Parkin, ‘The sources of the Australian tradition in irregular warfare, 1942-1974’, 
Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 20, No. 1, March 2009 
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French experiences 


France fought protracted and bitter wars in Indochina and Algeria between 1946-1962 
during which the French empire was conceded and the supremacy of civil control 
within France was challenged directly. French experience in Indochina led to the 
formulation of a doctrine of ‘revolutionary warfare’ practiced in Algeria that led, at 
times, to systematic use of torture on detainees and other abuses of the laws of armed 
conflict. The theoretical writing thrown up by these experiences deals in sometimes 
contradictory messages, and the population-centric approach advocated by David 
Galula (based on his own experiences in Algeria) has found renewed favour in the US 
Army largely through the advocacy of General David Petraeus, amongst others. The 
French made widespread use of indigenous personnel in both theatres, and several of 
the articles listed here address this experience. 


Peter Paret, French Revolutionary Warfare from Indochina to Algeria, Pall Mall Press, 
London, 1964 


Bernard B Fall, Street Without Joy: Insurgency in Indochina, rev. ed., Pall Mall Press, 
London, 1964 


Phillippe Pottier, “GCMA/GMI: A French Experience in Counterinsurgency during the 
French Indochina War’, Small Wars & Insurgencies, Vol. 16, No. 2, June 2005 


David Galula, Pacification in Algeria, 1956-1958, PSI Classics of the Counterinsurgency 
Era, Praeger, Westport, 2006 


Frederic Guelton, ‘The French Army “Centre for Training and Preparation in Counter- 
Guerrilla Warfare” (CIPCG) at Arzew’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 25, No. 2, June 
2002 


Yoav Gortzak, ‘Using Indigenous Forces in Counterinsurgency Operations: The French 
in Algeria, 1954-1962’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 32, No. 2, April 2009 


Alexander Zervoudakis, ‘A case of successful pacification: The 584th Battalion du Train 
at Bordj de l’Agha (1956-1957), Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 25, No. 2, June 2002 
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Sub-Saharan Africa 


Minority white governments in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and South Africa fought protracted 
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